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Biting the Hand

The New Bill Coshy Show, com
plained TV Critic David Sheehan
looked as if it had been written by high
school dropouts. Guasmoke should
have blown away years ago, and Dors
Day was little more than “peaches and

cream culeness” on her highly
rated sitcom Fair enough com
ment except that all the shows
happen to be on CBS, and Shee
han s critic for KNXT, a CHS
owned station in Los Angeles

Though TV stations have had
drama and movie reviewess [of
years. Shechan s the hrst evam
ple ol commercial TV regularly
crtictzing TV onthe air ® CBs ey
ecutives in New York Coy were
understandably reluctamt to an
prove the plan. which went nto
effect on KNXTs 6 oclock news two
weeks ago. The Los Angeles outlets of
wBC and ABC were downnght hostile
when Sheehan asked them for lilm clips
o illustrate his reviews. “They lelt that
| would automatically prame CBS shows
and pan their.” he savs. ABC went so
far as 1o demand 4 signed athdavin tha
the reviews would be [avorable wag
simply sand no

As il turped oul, neither had any
more cause 1o worry than CBS Besides
knocking some CBS entnes, Sheehan has
praised some of the nval programs
He raved abouwt ABC's Julic Andrews
Hour and saluted NBC Reporis Toeven
things up. he said that ABC s new se-
rics, The Rookies. was a “dumb day-
dream”™ and called NBC's first Sewrch
epesode, starring Hugh O'Brian, a "kind
of plastic epitome of wasteland tefe-
vision: vou want o ask for your hour
back when it's over.” Wuah all the
knocks, CBS of course has had s share
of favorable reviews. Shechan hked
among others, M* A5 H, AMaude and
Anea and the King

Sheehan, 34, was a novelist and the
director of an avant-garde theater in
Los Angeles before becoming a cultur-
al eritic for KNXT last year. He says that
he expected 10 have to battle s bosses
over unfavorable reviews of CBS prod-
ucts, but “there hasn't been a hint of
censorship. In fact, I've got 1o the state
of reverse paranoia, and I'm so fully
convinced of their fairness that 1 jusi
say what 1 think needs o be smad.™ He
adds, as proof of his parancia: “That
may be my downfall.”

The other two networks now give
hum clips of some shows but withhold
others, pleading legal difficulties. Giv-
en TV's penchant for imitation, il is a
fair bet that other stations will follow
with TV cnncs of their own
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